When Jesus Wept

Words and Music by
William Billings (1770)

Arranged by David Winkler

When Jesus wept, the falling tear

in mercy flowed beyond all bound.
When Jesus groaned, a trembling fear

seized all the guilty world around.

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute 1

Flute 2

Violin 1

Violin 2

Violin 3 (sub. for Viola)
Viola

Cello

Double Bass

Piano

“When Jesus Wept” is based on the shortest verse in the Bible, John 11:35 -
“Jesus wept.” His mourning was in the response to the death of his friend,
Lazarus, who was subsequently raised from the dead by Jesus. The two-word
phrase was given a profound meaning by the early American composer,
William Billings, who combined his text with a haunting melody meant to be
sung as a round.

This arrangement for strings, with two flutes and piano, could be performed
with a string quartet, or with a larger string orchestra. For string quartet, the
double bass part should be omitted.

David Winkler

www.DavidWinkler.com



When Jesus Wept

When Jesus wept, the falling tear in mercy flowed beyond all bound. Words and Music by
When Jesus groaned, a trembling fear seized all the guilty world around. William Billings (1770)

. . Arranged by David Winkler
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